
Introduction
Centre for East European and International Studies 
(ZOiS)



Founded in 2016 by a resolution of the Bundestag
Public funding, scientific independence
Regional research based on longer-term projects
Main focus on social sciences: Political science, sociology, 
geography, political economy i.a.
Communicating results to political sphere, media, wider public
Cooperation with scholars from Eastern Europe and other countries
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About us
ZOiS is an independent, interdisciplinary research institute, focusing on 
foundational and policy-relevant academic research on Eastern Europe.



Tasks Structure
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Tasks and bodies
Aims and organisational context

Socially relevant research

Communicating research findings

Supporting young researchers

Research networks
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Internal structure
Organisational context



Internal structure

66 people
45 full-time equivalents
3 departments: research, communication, administration
26 scientists (including 6 visiting researchers and affiliates)
5 research clusters
research assistants, visiting researchers, fellows

Location in Berlin Mitte
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Empirical research
Good research practice
Research communication
Interdisciplinarity

6

Mission statement
Our values

Support for young 
researchers
Equal opportunities
Team spirit



Research
Region

Eastern Europe defined in broad terms
Main focal points currently: Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, the 
South Caucasus and Central Asia 
Transregional relations

Basic research 
Detailed in-country studies
Combining qualitative and quantitative methods
Innovative approaches and interdisciplinarity

Multi-perspective approach
Political science, sociology, social anthropology, economic and social 
geography, political economy + theology and cultural studies
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Research Locations
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Research Clusters
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Youth and Generational Change

Political Economy and Integration

Conflict Dynamics and Border Regions

Societies between Stability and Change

Migration and Diversity

https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/research/research-clusters/youth-and-generational-change
https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/research/research-clusters/political-economy-and-integration
https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/research/research-clusters/conflict-dynamics-and-border-regions
https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/research/research-clusters/societies-between-stability-and-change
https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/research/research-clusters/migration-and-diversity


Selected externally funded projects

Conflict and Cooperation in 
Eastern Europe (KonKoop, 
BMBF)
Ukraine Research 
Network@ZOiS (UNET, BMBF)
Moving Russia(ns): 
Intergenerational Transmission 
of Memories Abroad and at 
Home (MoveMeRU, ERC 
Starting Grant)
The Liberal Script in Ukraine's 
Contested Border Regions 
(Part of SCRIPTS Cluster of
Excellence)
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Living with Uncertainty. Strategies 
of Adaptation and Horizons of 
Expectation in Ukraine and 
Moldova (LimSpaces, DFG/ANR)
Determinants of Mobilisation at 
Home and Abroad: Analysing the 
Micro-Foundations of Out-
Migration & Mass Protest 
(MOBILISE, ORA funded)
China, the EU and Economic 
Development in Eastern Europe 
and Eurasia (De:link // Re:link, 
BMBF)



External funding at ZOiS
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Focus on Ukraine (research locations)
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Focus on Ukraine (research)

Due to Russia‘s war on Ukraine, many projects had to be
redesigned and restructured
New projects were started
We try to use our resources to assist researchers in Ukraine and
displaced Ukrainian researchers in Berlin 
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Belarus at a Crossroads (research project)
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1st part: Online representative 
panel survey of the Belarusian 
population aged 16–64 living in 
places with a population of over 20 
000 (Dec 2020)
2nd part: same people interviewed 
(June 2021): Confirmed persistent 
societal fragmentation a year after 
the large-scale protests the regime 
had suppressed.

Multidisciplinary project team: 5 
ZOiS researchers

Academic publications in Post-
Soviet Affairs and Nationalities 
Papers

ZOiS publications: ZOiS Report 
& ZOiS Spotlight



Belarus at a Crossroads (research project)
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Dissemination via Social Media

‘In conversation with…’ event

Individual briefings by ZOiS 
researchers in the political sphere 

Cooperation with dekoder.org

German and int. media coverage

Reception in the region: ng.ru, 
Deutsche Welle (Russian), TUT.BY, 
Belsat TV, interview with Radio 
Svaboda/RFERL (Belarusian)

https://www.dw.com/ru/portret-protestujushhih-chto-nemeckie-sociologi-uznali-o-belorusah/a-57065186
https://news.tut.by/society/724783.html?tg
https://www.svaboda.org/a/31575723.html


Publications for different 
target groups: 

ZOiS Report
ZOiS Spotlight
Meet the Author
Expert*innenstimme
(expert opinion)
Annual Report

Member of the ‘Länder-
Analysen’ consortium 
and editor of 
Zentralasien-Analysen
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Research Communication - formats
Communicating with political actors, the media, and the wider public 



ZOiS podcast 
Roundtable Osteuropa
Video glossary
ZOiS Newsletter and
social media
live recordings of ZOiS 
events
Policy and media 
briefings
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Research Communication - formats
Communicating with political actors, the media, and the wider public 



Academic events
Annual conference
Workshops, lecture series
Research colloquium

Events for the public
ZOiS Forum
Focus on linking social science
with the arts and culture

Events for an expert audience
In conversation with...
Press briefings
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Events
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dekoder is a German-language online 
magazine offering media and expertise 
on Russia and Belarus.
dekoder combines journalism with 
research expertise. 
ZOiS cooperation with dekoder has led 
to a multimedia special on Crimea, 
content on Belarus, a joint event series 
focused on Belarus, an FAQ about the 
war in Ukraine and participation in 
various online publication formats.
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Research Communication
Example: Cooperation with dekoder.org



Thematic focus together with partner 
institutions in 2021
Partners: Körber Foundation, the German 
Association for East European Studies 
(DGO), the German Historical Institute 
Moscow, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in 
Russia, and Memorial International
Activities: events, podcasts, publications, a 
youth project and a video glossary together
with the Federal Agency for Civic Education 
(bpb) with 15 short clips explaining terms
related to the disintegration of the Soviet
Union
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Research Communication
Example: #30PostSovietYears



Focus on Ukraine (communications)
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In reaction to the war, our communications activities
(publications, podcasts, events) were adapted and
reconsidered to ensure a strong Ukraine focus.
An online lecture series was launched.
Visibility of ZOiS‘s Ukraine expertise in German and
international media
Official statements were issued condemning Russia‘s
invasion and indicating the termination of our
cooperation with Russian state instiutions.



Supporting young researchers & communicators

Cooperation with the Berlin Graduate 
School of Social Sciences (BGSS)
Hosting DAAD and Humboldt Fellows 
Teaching and supervision
Internships, research assistants, 
traineeship (communications)
Mentoring programme of the German 
Association for East European Studies
ZOiS Research Colloquium
Schule@ZOiS: thematic workshops for
schools
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Our activities



Supporting Young Researchers

As a non-university institute, 
ZOiS cannot grant academic
titles or independently
supervise theses.
Only very few ZOiS staff
members have a post-
doctoral qualification
(Habilitation) and are
therefore elegible to
supervise PhD theses.
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Challenges



ZOiS Network
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Thank you for your attention!
Don‘t hesitate to contact us: 

Dr. Christian Schaich
Managing Director

Tel . + 49 (30) 2005949-10
christian.schaich@zois-berlin.de
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